I R a p i d Event Type: Fuel Can Failure
mm [ eSSON Date: May 13, 2026
m S h a r in g Location: Texas

Do Your Fuel Cans Have Venting Capabilities?

On May 13 at 1330 hours, a crew of firefighters completed Wildland Fire
Chainsaw RT 212 Operations. They were traveling back to staging when a loud
pop was heard from the bed of their pickup truck.

A can of premixed fuel had "popped" off its plastic spout and leaked fuel.
Because this can was in a fuel bag, the spray was contained. Even so, leaked fuel
was now in the truck bed.

Ambient air temperature was approximately 87 degrees. The truck had been
sitting in the sun for approximately four hours.

Vapor pressure in the can caused the spout to fail. Other nearby cans in the
truck’s bed were slightly expanded—but not leaking.

The premixed fuel can, after its
plastic spout had popped off, beside
the fuel bag that held it.

Lessons

7

< Use caution if using premix fuel cans—they do not have venting capabilities.
%+ If taking to the fireline, consider transferring fuel out of these containers into a venting container.

0,

< Be mindful to where fuels are being stored. To reduce solar radiation impacts, move to shade if possible.

This RLS was submitted by: Do you have a Rapid Lesson to share?
Crewmember (https://lessons.wildfire.gov/submit-a-lesson)
Share Your
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